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By Chelsea Kellner
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH

Pie is coming to the Mordecai
neighborhood.

And not just any pie – curried
chicken pot pie and classic choco-
late pecan pie and beef bourguig-
non pie with a layer of pate Brisee.

With those tasty treats plus
house blend coffee, a fully stocked
bar and sidewalk seating, local offi-
cials hope that the soon-to-open
PieBird pie shop will be the neigh-
borhood gathering place needed to
help kick the area’s business dis-
trict back into high gear.

“We hope to be the spark that
sets this area blazing,” co-owner
Sheilagh Sabol Duncan said. “We
want to be the start of a liveable ci-
ty.”

Located at the corner of Person
and Pace streets just outside
downtown, PieBird is a first step
in what leaders, including Morde-
cai Citizens Advisory Council
chairman Reid Serozi, hope will
be a renaissance for the North
Person Street business district.

With the adjacent Mordecai and
Oakwood residential neighborhoods
already thriving, a grassroots move-
ment has formed hoping to pump up
the area’s business corridor to match.
Right now, parking is scarce and the
street’s successful businesses are in-
terspersed with vacant properties,
and there are few shops that cater to
walk-in traffic.

“Residents want to see changes in
this area,” Serozi said. “They want a
walkable community, with the kind of
small businesses that they need for

daily life, and that will draw outside
traffic.”

The recently organized Person
Street Partnership includes local
property and business owners, as well
as representatives from Peace Col-
lege, the Mordecai CAC and the city of
Raleigh, among others. The group
seeks to collaborate with the city and
other local resources to create a vi-
brant “village center” environment on
North Person Street that is walkable, 

‘We hope to be the spark’
Neighborhood group pushes for Person Street renaissance

The soon-to-open PieBird shop is located next to a boarded-up business and across the street from the Person
Street Pharmacy. Area leaders hope the new business will help revitalize the Person Street business district.

PHOTOS BY COREY LOWENSTEIN - clowenst@newsobserver.com

Caitlin Austin, a culinary student, Kristine Ashwood, chef, and Sean
Hinton, night cook, ready ingredients at PieBird. 

SEE SPARK, PAGE 3M

I’m not sure what focused
my attention on Ari Moore, a
13-year-old I met at a Commu-
nity Music School recital.

I was following a story, and
the school’s head official
pointed me Ari’s way to get his
perspective as a longtime stu-
dent. 

But Ari’s aura aroused my
curiosity beyond what I was
writing that day.

H e ’s s o f t - s p o ke n i n a
thoughtful kind of way; to me,
signaling maturity beyond his

years and an
appreciation
for his own
talent that is,
perhaps, be-
yond mortal
understand-
ing.

Once I lis-
tened to him
tickle the ivo-
ry on “Morn-
ing Light,” a

recital piece he composed,
and later heard his affinity for
Julliard, it took me back to the
wonder years of youth, when
we dream dreams and have
lots of time to embrace chanc-
es to make them come true.

Ari will play his music for us
again this weekend in a bene-
fit concert he’s hosting to raise
money to travel to Australia
this summer as a student am-
bassador with People to Peo-
ple, an international educa-
t i on p rogram Pres iden t
Dwight D. Eisenhower began
in 1956 for students in grades
5-12 to bridge borders of cul-
ture and politics.

People to People’s 15 days
in the Outback – at a cost of
$5,500 – will be Ari’s first in-
ternational jaunt, a chance to
interact with another culture
and learn from unique experi-
ences.

Ari’s concert will be at 6
p.m. Saturday in the auditori-
um at St. Saviour’s Center,
616 Tucker St. He’ll play a col-
lection of gospel, jazz, classi-
cal, original and show tunes,
with percussion accompani-
ment by his little brother, Ca-
leb, 5, and a performance by
the Community Christian
Center dance ministry. 

After his first CMS recital,
Ari, then 10, recalls he was in-
vited to audition for a youth 

Teen
shares

musical
gift

MIDTOWN
MUSE

LORI D.R.
WIGGINS

SEE MUSICAL, PAGE 4M

By Matt Garfield
STAFF WRITER

Unhappy with getting a bill
for sidewalk repairs in front
of your house? Raleigh lead-
ers are moving toward a new
policy they predict will ease

your frustration.
Under the proposal, the ci-

ty would create a pool of mon-
ey for citywide sidewalk up-
grades instead of charging
property owners on a case-
by-case basis.

Up to $35 million could
come from a transportation
bond under consideration for
the October ballot. Mayor
Charles Meeker says the pro-
posal would focus on small
road projects, sidewalks, bike

lanes and greenways. Council
members are expected to de-
cide next month how and
where to spend the money.

“I think getting rid of the
sidewalk assessment is going
to be popular,” Meeker said
last week after a state-of-the-
city address.

Unlike residents of other
Triangle communities and
Charlotte, Raleigh residents
must pay part of the bill for
sidewalks. 

The cost to a property own-
er is $6 per foot to build side-
walks in front of homes or
businesses. Though that’s on-
ly a fraction of the total price
tag, it’s enough to keep resi-
dents from requesting side-
walks, officials say. Plus, resi-
dents must pay for repairs af-
ter the paths wear and crack.

Some members of the City
Council want to change that
policy. They say sidewalks
should be no different from

roads and bus programs.
As gas prices creep toward

$4 a gallon, more people will
choose to walk, said Council-
man Thomas Crowder, an ad-
vocate for a new sidewalk
program. That makes pedes-
trian safety even more impor-
tant.

“Over my tenure on the
council, replacement of side-
walks was a sore subject,” 

Raleigh eyes new sidewalk fix
Up to $35 million

could be included in
a bond issue on the
ballot in October.

SEE SIDEWALK, PAGE 2M

5 MINUTES
WITH...PAM
DIAMOND

Expectant parents have ma-
ny options for prenatal activ-
it ies, ranging from labor
coaching to yoga. But Pamela
Diamond aims to offer sup-

p o r t w h e n
parents face
the changes
a s s o c i at e d
w i t h t h o s e
early months
of living with
a newborn. 

Diamond,
a postpartum
doula, sleep

coach and owner of First Daze
& Nightzzz, tries to help par-
ents in the Triangle make that
transition as calm and special
as possible. 

“My job is to empower new
parents by providing them
with the skills they need to
take care of and bond with
their babies,” Diamond said. 

After Diamond had her first
child, Zach, in 1994, she used
a postpartum doula – some-
one who provides support to
women during and after child-
birth – and was amazed at the
results. 

“She was l ike an angel
dropped into my life,” Dia-
mond said. “I was so vulnera-
ble and ill prepared for caring
for a newborn and she gave
me wonderful guidance and
support and calmed me right
down.” 

After the experience, Dia-
mond was eager to get in-
volved in the profession. 

After six years of volunteer-
ing at La Leche League, an or-
ganization that helps mothers
with breastfeeding questions
and concerns, Diamond took 

She helps
tired new
parents

Pam Diamond, a post-
partum doula and sleep
coach, keeps a client’s

2-month-old twins.
COURTESY OF PAMELA DIAMOND

SARAH
RUBENOFF

SEE HELP, PAGE 3M
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The Hitmakers of  Beach & Soul
Friday March 25, 2011 - 8pm - Progress Energy Center

The Hitmakers of  Beach & Soul
Friday March 25, 2011 - 8pm - Progress Energy Center

Carolina Entertainment Presents

EDDIE HOLMAN

“THE ICEMAN” JERRY BUTLER
“He Will Break Your Heart” “Only the Strong Survive” 

“Moody Woman” “Your Precious Love”  
“Hey Western Union Man”  

MILLIONS OF RECORDS SOLD!

SPECIAL GUEST
GENE CHANDLER

“Duke of Earl” “Rainbow” “Groovy Situation”  
“Nothing Can Stop Me” “There Was A Time”

2010 CAROLINA BEACH MUSIC  
HALL OF FAMER

CANDI STATON
“Young Hearts Run Free” “Victim”  

“Stand By Your Man”

TICKETS AT PROGRESSENERGYCENTER.COM
FOR MORE SHOW INFO VISIT CAROLINAENTERTAINMENT.ORG

TICKETS AT PROGRESSENERGYCENTER.COM
FOR MORE SHOW INFO VISIT CAROLINAENTERTAINMENT.ORG

SEATS  

STARTING  

AT

$19
50

OUR SYLVAN SKILLS ASSESSMENT TEST.

Expires 3/30/11
Not to be used with any other offers

Raleigh (919) 713-0038
Wake Forest (919) 554-1335

MATH, READING, STATE TEST PREP AND MORE!

VISIT US ONLINE

SylvanLearning.com

Sylvan will develop a
plan that is tailor-made  
to your child’s needs and 
help make a difference  
on the next report card.

CALL NOW!
GET $50 OFF

Develops independent work habits

Improves attitudes

Motivates learning

Provides feedback for parents
and teachers

Academic success is just around the corner.

safe and attractive.
Though the corridor as

identified by the city stretches
from Martin Luther King Bou-
levard to Wake Forest Road,
the heart of the business dis-
trict lies in the stretch around
the Krispy Kreme doughnut
shop, near the Mordecai
House and Peace College. The
partnership’s big-picture idea
is to increase business by ca-
tering to pedestrian traffic
and enticing more drivers
who commute down the street
every day to stop and do some
shopping. With the right mix
of businesses and street im-
provements, local leaders say
the corridor could serve as a
bustling neighborhood hub
and an attractive gateway to
downtown.

“We are starting to look at
our city streets as places of
shared use, not designed just
for the convenience of moving
commuter vehicles through
an area,” said Raleigh City
Councilman Russ Stephen-
son, who has been an advocate
for the partnership’s efforts.
“It’s about quality of life, eco-
nomic development and pub-
lic safety.”

Now, the area is host to a
string of shops, ranging from
the century-old Person Street
Pharmacy to a woodwind in-
strument store and an art gal-
lery. But sprinkled in between
are boarded-up buildings and
underdeveloped land. PieBird
is located next to a structure
condemned by the city for
noncompliance to building
codes. Too many vacant or di-
lapidated buildings can dam-
age an area’s growth potential,
said Larry Strickland, the ci-
ty’s inspections director.

“You see a building like that,
you need to do something
about it, because it’s sending
the wrong message about the
area,” Strickland said. “Even
though it still may be vacant, if
you do a cosmetic face lift to
the front of it, that perception
goes away.”

The other problem is the
mix of businesses in the area.

“In recent years, it has been
hard to access parking, and a lot
of those businesses have gone
to being closed-door businesses
that don’t rely on walk-in traf-
fic,” Mordecai CAC traffic chair-
man Philip Bernard said.

It wasn’t always that way.
Person Street Pharmacy own-
er Mike James has presided
over the shop on the corner
across from PieBird since
1976. He can recall a time
when all the retail buildings
were full and the street and
surrounding neighborhoods
were “a small town within the
city.” The neighborhood
boasted its own grocery store
and bank. It’s in the past de-
cade that buildings fell empty
and fewer shops catered to
walk-in traffic, James said.

There’s a precedent for the
Person Street Partnership’s
plans. Stephenson compares
the group to business owners
and neighborhood activists on
Hillsborough Street in 1999
whose efforts led to recently
completed improvements to
that street. And in the late
1980s, North Person Street
business owners pushed for a

revamped streetscape and
were successful, James said.

“Even though we feel like it
needs help now, it’s still com-
pletely different from the way
it used to be,” James said.

To help the district back to
its former glory, the partner-
ship is asking the city for more
parking, wider sidewalks and
crosswalks to lure pedestri-
ans. They want the N.C. De-
partment of Transportation,
which has jurisdiction over
the street, to consider lower-
ing the speed limit and con-
verting it back to two-way
traffic. They hope improving
the area’s appearance will be
the first step toward attracting
a wider variety of businesses
to the street.

A new study on the area is
slated to start sometime this
year, Raleigh Planning Director
Mitchell Silver said, as long as

no new special projects bump it
farther down the city’s priority
list. That study will identify
what improvements are need-
ed, who is responsible and what
the costs will be. It is expected
to take about a year to com-
plete.

In the meantime, the part-
nership plans to meet with of-
ficials from the DOT to see
about improvements to the
street itself. The group also
has met with representatives
from the Downtown Raleigh
Alliance to find out how to
mesh the Person Street corri-
dor with the rest of down-
town. Downtown Raleigh Al-
liance president David Diaz
compares the Person Street
business district to the City
Market buildings around
Moore Square – troves of un-
der-developed potential.

PieBird and shops like it are

vital to developing that poten-
tial, Serozi said, because it pro-
vides a hangout spot to help
build a sense of community.

The buzz around the shop’s
opening later this month is al-
ready deafening. The shop had
more than 800 Facebook fans
last week, before a firm opening
date had even been announced.
An impromptu open house a
few weeks before drew more
than 200 hopeful pie-eaters,
Duncan said. An Oakwood resi-
dent herself, PieBird co-owner
Krishna Bahl has a double stake
in the district’s success.

“This is a strong community,”
Bahl said. “Everybody’s tied in
together, so everyone is inter-
ested in what we’re doing, and
everyone feels invested.”

chelsea.kellner@
newsobserver.com or

919-829-4802

Apple pie with oatmeal-brown sugar crumble at PieBird on Person Street in Raleigh.
PHOTOS BY COREY LOWENSTEIN - clowenst@newsobserver.com

Sheilagh
Duncan, 56,
is the lady
behind the
soon-to-open
PieBird shop,
which neigh-
borhood
leaders hope
will be a cata-
lyst to at-
tract other
new busi-
nesses. 

SPARK
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‘This is a strong community. … everyone feels invested.’

KRISHNA BAHL, PIEBIRD CO-OWNER

a class through the Child-
birth and Postpartum Pro-
fessionals Association and
became certified as a post-
partum doula and started
her business in 2002.

A postpartum doula and
sleep coach’s duties change
based on the client’s needs,
Diamond said. These duties
can range from lots of hands-
on help and guidance with
things such as breastfeed-
ing, or simply giving parents
time to sleep, eat or shower. 

“I pride myself in being an
excellent resource for my cli-
ents,” Diamond said.

“Pam’s services were cru-
cial to our family,” said client
and friend Leslie Fox, who
utilized Diamond’s services
with her new twins. “These
were my first babies, so I had
no clue what I was doing.
And having twins is exhaust-
ing, especially when they are
newborns. ... Pam was ex-
tremely encouraging and
certainly boosted by confi-
dence about mothering.”

Providing support after
birth is a service that can sig-
nificantly diminish the risk of
postpartum depression, Dia-
mond said. As families dis-
perse and mothers and sisters
live farther and farther away,
Diamond’s services and help
become essential.

A doula helps fill the role
that nearby extended family
members have in the past, Di-
amond said.

“When Pam sits down with

you at your first meeting, you
feel that she is taking all the in-
formation about the first years
of life ... and creating a plan
that is customized just for
you,” said client Chana Cotler. 

Diamond said working as a
postpartum doula is, above
all, an honor.

“I – a virtual stranger – get
to be with these parents and
babies in a truly intimate
way,” Diamond said. “They
are entrusting me with their
babies and bodies and homes
like I am part of the family.”

Clients are comforted by Di-
amond’s concern for their
families, Fox said. 

“Pam is a great doula be-
cause she loves mothers and
babies. It is clear that she
wants what is best for the
whole family, and she nur-
tures every family that she
works with,” Fox said.

Though a doula must have
the ability to understand and
calm infants, Diamond said
she is much more than some-
one who is “good with ba-
bies.” 

“I’m not a glorified babysit-
ter or a grandmother-type
who loves babies,” she said.
“I’m a professional, a mother
and a baby specialist.”

For more information on Di-
amond’s business and serv-
ices, see firstdaze.com.

5 Minutes With ...
spotlights local people who

are doing interesting
things. Know someone we

should profile? Contact
Sarah Rubenoff at

srubenoff@gmail.com or
434-989-4970.
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By T. Keung Hui 
and Thomas Goldsmith

STAFF WRITERS

RALEIGH — Wake County
Schools Superintendent Tony
Tata is proposing a spending
plan that would eliminate
more than 200 clerical and ad-
ministrative positions, but it
would spare teacher jobs –
and even include teacher bo-
nuses. 

Tata’s proposed budget for
the 2011-12 fiscal year, re-
leased last week, would seek
to shrink some classes and
add other education initia-
tives in an effort to balance
quality throughout the state’s
biggest school system. Tata’s
plan is based on the N.C. De-
partment of Public Instruc-
tion’s projection that a 5 per-
cent state education cut
would cost Wake $40 million.
The state is facing a $2.4 bil-
lion revenue shortfall. 

“It’s very realistic that we
will be able to implement this
budget,” said Tata, who start-
ed as superintendent Jan. 31.

If the financial assumptions
work out, Tata says, his budget
would protect teachers and
classrooms while making pub-
lic schools attractive to fami-
lies.

Tata’s proposed operating
budget of $1.25 billion repre-
sents a 2 percent decrease
over the current year, as well
as a dip of $52 in per-pupil
spending. Despite anticipat-
ing 3,500 more students this
fall, Tata is not asking for an
increase over the $313.5 mil-
lion that county commission-

ers have provided the school
district for the past two
years.

Tata would avoid laying off
teachers and teacher assis-
tants by using the $28 mil-
lion that Wake received last
year as part of a federal bill to
save education jobs. The
funding would save 550 jobs
in Wake.

The federal funding also
will allow Wake to reduce
class sizes in grades 4 and 5
by one student to 27 stu-
dents and to keep all of the
district’s pre-kindergarten
classes. Wake had expanded
its pre-kindergarten pro-
gram using federal stimulus
dollars that are set to run out
this year.

Tata acknowledged that
Wake will have to figure out
next year what to do when
the $28 million in federal
jobs money is gone.

Bonus for teachers

Tata also proposes spend-
ing $6.2 million to give all
9,000 of Wake’s teachers a
one -time bonus of up to
$500, after taxes. Some of
the bonus funding comes
from a $2.8 million fine in a
cigarette tax fraud case.
Fines in criminal cases go to
school districts in North Car-
olina.

It would be the first bonus
or raise Wake’s teachers have
received in several years.

keung.hui@newsobserver.com
or 919-829-4534

Schools budget
spares teachers 
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